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Tetsu Saiwai is a manga artist from Japan. Throughout his career, 
which has spanned more than twenty years, he has published a 
number of educational mangas related to environmental protection 
and human rights issues. He also is a passionate puppeteer and plans 
to open a puppet troupe to advocate similar important humanitarian 
themes. Saiwai lives in the beautiful countryside of western Japan 
with his wife and dogs. 


To learn more about his works, visit: 
http : / / blogs .yahoo.co.jp/ saiwaimiy uki /folder / 1 587623 . html 
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X WAS OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED 
AS THE REINCARNATED DALAI 
LAMA AND RENAMED JBTSUN 
JAMPHBL N&AWAN0 LOBSANQ 
YBSHB TBNZtN 0YATSO. 

(“HOLY LORD, GENTLE GLORY, 
COMPASSIONATE, DEFENDER OF 
THE FAITH, OCEAN OF WISDOM**) 












WINTER 1939, 

THE DALAI LAMA ARRIVES IN LHASA 
























SOON AFTERWARP, 
SOMETHING SAD HAPPENED. 

beting rinpoche, mo 
discovered me, resigned 

HIS POSITION AS REGENT. 
HE ALSO RESIGNED AS 
MY PRIVATE TUTOR. 



















X WAS NOT ALLOWED TO PLAY 
OUTSIDE , SO X USED TO LOOK 
ON ENVIOUSLY AS OTHER 
CHILDREN PLAYED IN 
THE COURTYARD. 
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BUT I WONDERED HOW 
IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR A 
COUNTRY THAT PURSUES 
SUCH A NOBLE THEORY 
TO ENCASE IN SUCH 
DISRESPECTFUL ACTIONS 
TOWARDS OTHERS. 




WE HAVE SIGNED THE 
SEVENTEEN-POINT 
AGREEMENT IN ORDER TO 
LIBERATE THE TIBETAN 
PEOPLE FROM THE HANDS 
OF THE IMPERIALISTS. 


SENERAL CHIANS 
PROCEEDED TO EXPLAIN 
THE SITUATION AS IF 
THE A6REEMENT HAD 
BEEN MUTUALLY 
REACHED. 
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IN THE SEVENTEEN-POINT 
AGREEMENT, WE MADE IT 
CIJEAR THAT TIBET HAS 
AUTONOMY TO GOVERN ITSELF 
AND THAT CHINA RESPECTS 
THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
DALAI LAMA AND THE 
CURRENT POLITICAL v 
STRUCTURE. ^ J 
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' NEEDLESS TO SAY, 

WE WILL PRESERVE AND 
EMBRACE THE RELIGION, 
FAITH, AND CUSTOMS OF 
TIBET. MONASTERIES WILL, 
. ALSO BE PROTECTED. A 


AS WELL, WITH THIS 
AGREEMENT, WE SEEK TO 
IMPROVE EDUCATION AND 
AGRICULTURE, ENSURING 
THE WELFARE AND 
PROSPERITY OF THE 
TIBETAN PEOPLE. 





THE AGREEMENT 
STATED THAT THE 
LIBERATION ARMY 
WOULD OCCUPY TIBET , 
AND THAT CHINA 
WOULD TAKE OYER 
TIBETAN DIPLOMACY . 
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PLEASE UNDERSTAND OUR 
GOOD INTENTIONS, AND 
RETURN PROMPTLY TO 
LHASA. WE LOOK 
FORWARD TO DISCUSSING 
THE AGREEMENT FURTHER// 
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END OF AUGUST, 1951 

THE DALAI LAMA RETURNS FROM A TEMPORARY ASYLUM 
IN SOUTHERN TIBET TO LHASA AFTER NINE MONTHS 
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SEPTEMBER, 195H 
BEIJING, CHINA 









































THE PA Y WAS VERY FESTIVE . 
A CHINESE MILITARY BANP 
PLAYEP ANP COMMUNIST 
SONGS WERE SUNG. 

THE MUNICIPAL HALL WAS 
PECORATEP WITH FLAGS ANP 
BANNERS PISPLAYING 
CHAIRMAN MAO ANP 
HIS COLLEAGUES . 





SINCE PCART HAD 
BEEN PUT IN PLACE, 
THE POLITICAL 
SITUATION IN 
EASTERN TIBET HAP 
WORSENED. 












EVER SINCE PCART 
BEGAN , THE CHINESE 
AUTHORITIES HAP 
STARTED 

THREATENING AND 
SUPPRESSING 
people mo PIP 
NOT USTEN TO 
THEM IN KHAM. 
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IN CHAMDO, A GROUP 
OF DISSENTERS WERE 
CONFINED IN THE 
JOMDHA DZONG FORT 
FOR TWO WEEKS. 
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SOME OF THEM MANAGED TO 
I ESCAPE FROM THE CHINESE 
TROOPS SURROUNDING THE 
FORT . LATER, THEY BECAME 
LEADERS OF THE FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS' ALLIANCE 
MOVEMENT t AND AS SUCH 
HAVE TROUBLED THE CHINESE 
AUTHORITIES. 
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SUMMER 1956. 

CHINA LAUNCHED A 
MAJOR COUNTERATTACK 
AGAINST THE FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS BY BOMBING j 
THE RETING MONASTERY 
IN KHAM. 
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CRUCIFIXION, THE BURYING 
OF PEOPLE AUVE„. SUCH 
ATROCITIES ARE GOING ON 
THERE/ KHAMANDAMDO 
HAVE TURNED INTO HELL 
ON EARTH// 



























































HEY, CHECK THIS OUT/ 
TH/S IS A ROUTE FROM 
NORBUUNGKA DOWN TO 
THE LAST TIBETAN TOIAIN 


ON THE INDIAN BORDER/ 











































THEN... 

iA/E HAVE LOST 
THE FIGHT... 







THESE PEOPLE WERE NOT 
ONLY IMPRISONED, BUT ALSO 
SENT TO CONCENTRATION 
CAMPS TO DO FORCED LABOR 
OR FORCED TO STUDY 
COMMUNISM . MANY WERE 
MURDERED OUTRIGHT ... 


X DO SEE THAT 
ANGER AND HATRED 
CAN GROW INSIDE AND 
CLOUD PEOPLE'S VISION.. 


LORD BUDDHA... 
NOW MORE THAN EVER 
IT IS TIME FOR ME 
TO EMBRACE YOUR 
PRECIOUS TEACHINGS... 










WE WERE 
LUCKY TO GET 
HERE ALIVE/ 
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SOME OF OUR TRADITIONAL 
FESTIVALS AND IMPORTANT 
RITUALS WERE REVIVED AND 
ARE ONCE AGAIN HELD IN 
THESE TEMPLES , IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH OUR J 
v TRADITIONAL TIBETAN/ 
CALENDAR . ^ 








SOME WONDER WHY 

WS0* 

WE HAVE BEEN 


ABLE TO MAINTAIN 

J 

SUCH RESIUENCE 

} — 

AND OPTIMISM. / 







OTHERS WONDER WHY 
WE HAVE BEEN ABLE 
TO STAND FIRM WITHOUT 
THE NEED FOR ARMED 
FORCES OVER THE PAST, 
FEW DECADES ^ 































TIBETAN PEOPLE HAVE WITNESSED 
THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR 
SPIRITUAL SITES AND THE 
DESTRUCTION OF THEIR 
NATURAL RESOURCES UNDER 
AGGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT* 


THE WHOLE ECO-SYSTEM 
WAS DESTROYED... 
HERDS OF DRONGS, 
TIBETAN SEROWS, AND 
OTHER WILD ANIMALS ARE 
NO LONGER IN SIGHT. / 
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IN ADDITION, CONTAINING 
MORE URANIUM IN THEIR SOIL 
THAN OTHER COUNTRIES, TIBET 
HAS BECOME A MAJOR MINING 
RESOURCE, AND AS A RESULT, 
FACES SERIOUS RADIOACTIVE J 
CONTAMINATION. 



THEIR LAND IS ALSO BEING > 
USED FOR PRODUCTION OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, AND 
FOR THE DISPOSAL OF 
NUCLEAR WASTE... / 


THE OPENING OF THE QINGZANG 
RAILWAY HAS DIRECTLY CONNECTED 
MAJOR CHINESE CITIES TO LHASA. 

THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGES 
A LARGE NUMBER OF CHINESE PEOPLE 

TO FLOOD INTO TIBET ^ 
TO SETTLE THERE. 




9 MORE THAN 7 MILLION 
f CHINESE HAVE SETTLED IN 
TIBET, WHOSE POPULATION IS 
6 MILLION. THE NUMBER OF 
CHINESE IN TIBET IS EXPECTED 
TO GROW TO APPROXIMATELY 
20 MILLION BEFORE LONG 
WHILE "SINICIZATION" OF 
k TIBETAN PEOPLE IS ^ 
UNDERWAY. / 
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DEPRIVED OF ITS OWN REUG/ON 
AND LANGUAGE, TIBET IS FACING 
EXTINCTION ON ITS 
OWN TERRITORY. ^ 

t§^ 



THE DALAI LAMA HAS TRAVELED 
TIRELESSLY ALL OVER THE WORLD 
TALKED TO WORLD LEADERS AND 
INTELLECTUALS ON NUMEROUS 
OCCASIONS, AND DELIVERED 
LECTURES IN MANY PLACES... x 



THE TIBETAN PEOPLE, BOTH 
WITHIN AND OUTSIDE OF TIBET, 
HAVE CONTINUED FISHTIN® TO 
KEEP THE TORCH OF HOPE LIT.) 





THEIR NON-VIOLENT 
STRUGGLE FOR 
AUTONOMY WILL 
CONTINUE UNTIL 
PEACE AND JUSTICE 
PREVAIL IN THEIR 
HOMELAND... 
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In reference to the Tiananmen Square massacre, which took place in 1989, His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama made the following comment: 

Millions of Chinese brothers and sisters displayed openly and peacefully 
their yearning for freedom, democracy, and human dignity. . . . They 
embraced nonviolence in a most impressive way, reflecting the values for 
which the movement stood. ... I believe strongly that the international 
community has an obligation to morally and politically support the 
Chinese democracy movement. China needs human rights, democracy, 
and the rule of law. These values are the foundation of a free, dynamic, 
stable, and peaceful society. . . . Therefore, every effort should be made 
to bring China also into the mainstream of the world democracy. 

To me his comments were the embodiment of his doctrine of nonviolence 
and made me realize again the depth of what his words stand for. 

More than four years ago Mr. Eiji Han Shimizu of Emotional Content 
asked me to graphically adapt the life of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and the 
historical events of Tibet. Since then, I have faced the notion of nonviolence 
every day and realized that the doctrine is not a mere absence of violence, 
but a relentless effort to create an agreeable understanding even between 
enemies, and a greater solidarity regarding worldwide issues. 1 believe that 
such proactive attitudes will foster hope for the future and change the world 
for the better in the long run. 

In anticipation of the Beijing Olympics in 2008, protesters attacked the 
Olympic torch runners in an effort to undermine the pride of China and its 
people. During the final inking of this work, I witnessed with great sadness 
how these acts of protest inflicted more anger and hatred on both sides and 
realized that some Free Tibet movements were drifting further away from the 
doctrine of nonviolence that His Holiness advocates. 

Tibet was invaded and occupied by the Chinese under the name of 
emancipation from foreign occupation forces. The world — including my own 
country — has committed many wartime atrocities using the same pretext. 
Even at this moment we are witnessing more and more of this type of misery 
and tragedy. 

Manga is an incredibly powerful and effective storytelling vehicle, and I 
hope that my work helps to spread the doctrine of nonviolence as a solution 
to all these conflicts. 

Tetsu Saiwai 
Wakayama, Japan 


Interviews 

1. Tsering, Chope Paljor. Personal interview. December 2006. 

2. Tshoko, Lhakpa. Personal interview. August 2007. 

DVDs 

1. Biography — Dalai Lama: The Soul of Tibet. A3CE Home Video, 2005. 

2. Compassion in Exile: The Story of the 14th Dalai Lama. Directed by Mickey 
Lemle. 1992. 

3. Dalai Lama on Life and Enlightenment. Directed by Neil Prashad. Hannover 
House, 2006. 

4. Escape Over the Himalayas: Tibet's Children on Their Way into Exile . Directed 
by Maria Blumencron. Tibet Support Group KIKU, 2006. 

5. Kundun . Directed by Martin Scorsese. Performer: Tenzin Thuthob Tsarong. 
Walt Disney Video, 1998. 

Books 

1. Gyalpo, Pema. Tibet Nyumon. Tokyo: Nicchu Shuppan, 1998 (in Japanese). 

2. Ishihama, Yumiko, and Kazuo Nagahashi. Zusetsu Tibet Rekishi Kikou. 
Tokyo: Kawade Shobo Shinsha, 1999 (in Japanese). 

3. Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama, and Howard C. Cutler. The Art of 
Happiness: A Handbook for Living. New York: Riverhead Hardcover, 1998. 

4. Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama. Freedom in Exile: The Autobiography of 
the Dalai Lama. New York: HarperCollins, 1990. 

5. Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama. Daku Kotoba. Tokyo: East Press, 2006 
(in Japanese). 

Web sites 

1. “Latest News/ 5 His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet. The Office of 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama, March 2006, http:/ /www.dalailama.com. 

2. “Messages for You from H. H. the Dalai Lama.” Liaison Office of H. H. the 
Dalai Lama for Japan and East-Asia. 20 May 2006, http://www.tibethouse. 
jp/dalaUama /message /index. html (in Japanese). 

3. “14th Dalai Lama.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc., August 2006, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenzin_ 
Gyatso, _the_14th_Dalai_Lama. 

4. “Tibet in Exile.” The Official Web site ofthe Central Tibetan Administration. 
The Central Tibetan Administration, August 2007, http://www.tibet.net. 

5. “Tibet News.” International Campaign for Tibet. International Campaign 
for Tibet, June 2006, http://www.savetibet.org. 



Acknowledgments 


This work would not have been possible without the kind contributions 
from The Liaison Office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama for Japan and East 
Asia. I would particularly like to thank Mr. Chope Paljor Tsering, former 
representative of the liaison office, for attaining authorization from the 
Government of Tibet in Exile in Dharamsala, and Mr. Lhakpa Tshoko, 
current representative of the liaison office, for his insightful advice and for 
coordinating the photo archive with their Taipei representative. 

To support the exiled Tibetan community via the Liaison Office, please 
visit: http://www.tibethouse.jp/support/index.html (in Japanese). 

The autobiography of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Freedom in Exile, and 
Kundun, a feature film directed by Martin Scorsese, became essential sources 
of information and inspiration for our work. We hope that our depiction of the 
Tibetan landscape, architecture, and costume appear close to reality. 

We thank the Religious Foundation of His Holiness the Dalai Lama for 
generously allowing us access to photo images, which provided invaluable 
richness and reality to our graphic novel. 

We also would like to thank the photographers from around the world 
for lending their talent and images to us. Thank you to Pedro Saraiva, Gert 
Holmertz, and Stephan Bollinger for understanding the cause of the project. 

Last, we thank our friends and family members for their unwavering 
inspiration and encouragement. 



